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The monsoon character of the climate in the Far East produces
a maximum flow during the summer months, when the level
.of the rivers west ol the Urals falls considerably. In Middle
Asia the heat of the sun melts the ice and snow on the moun-
tains in summer, when the rivers become raging torrents.
The Caucasian rivers have relatively short courses between
the steep mountains and the sea, and great quantities of
sediments are brought down and deposited in the form of
banks and islands in the middle and lower courses of the
streams, obstructing their courses.
The Volga. This historic Russian river has a total length
of over 2300 miles, and carries half the river freight of the
U.S.S.R. It rises amid the bogs and lakes of the morainic
Valdai Hills, about 800 feet above the level of the Baltic,
and falls to about 80 feet below the level of the Baltic in its
course to the Caspian Sea. It attains its greatest volume in
the vicinity of Stalingrad. It receives most of its water, like
most of the Russian rivers, from the melting snows in spring,
when great floods occur. The tevel gradually decreases during
the latter half of the summer, reaching its lowest point at the
end of the winter. During the spring floods the volume of the
"river may be eighty times greater than that of the summer
drought period; The lower course of the river retains a great
volume of water for the longest period, while the ice cover
does not hinder navigation for such a great length of time as
in the middle and upper part. The Volga is free from ice at
Astrakhan for 246 days, and at Rzhev for only 205 days.
The middle and upper course becomes very shallow during
the summer, and seriously interferes with shipping. Thus the
lower part of the river possesses the greatest advantages for
navigation.
During the nineteenth century reservoirs were constructed
in the upper valley of the Volga in order to hold the flood
waters in spring and provide a surplus with which to maintain
the level of the-river in the summer, while canals were built
in order to enable small boats to pass into the Neva basin.
Within recent years the Great Volga Project has been com-
pleted. Dams have raised the level of the water, and help